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SECRET LONDON 16374 

EXDIS 

DEPARTMENT PASS SECDEF AND DIRNSA 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-2 

TAGS: PFOR, PINR, MARR, CY, UK, US 

SUBJECT: BRITISH BASES IN CYPRUS 

REFERENCE: NICOSIA 3097 

DURING CONVERSATION WITH FCO CYPRUS DESK OFFICER FORT ON 
OCTOBER 7, EMBOFF NOTED, WITHOUT DISCLOSING SOURCES, 

THAT USG HAD BEEN HEARING SOME INDICATIONS THAT HMG WAS 
AGAIN PLANNING TO GIVE UP ITS SOVEREIGN BASE AREAS IN 
1979. MISS FORT AT ONCE STATED THAT SHE ASSUMED THAT 
THESE "SOURCES" CAME FROM THE UK MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. 

SHE EXPLAINED THAT THE UKMOD WARNINGS STEMMED FROM THE 
FACT THAT THE LATTER'S FIVE-YEAR FORWARD PLAN DOES NOT 
PROVIDE FOR ANY UKMOD FUNDS TO OPERATE THESE BASE AREAS 
AFTER 1979. DURING REVIEWS OF PLANNING, FCO HAS RE- 
PEATEDLY OBJECTED TO THIS UKMOD POSITION, BUT LATTER 
SIMPLY REITERATES IT HAS NO PROVISION FOR FUNDS. FORT 
SAID HMG HAS GIVEN UNDERTAKING TO USG NOT TO SO WITHDRAW 
FROM THE BASE AREAS. AND SHE WAS CONFIDENT THAT IN FUR- 
THER REVIEW PROCESSES MONEY WOULD BE FOUND AND THE BASE 
OPERATIONS MAINTAINED IN A WAY SATISFACTORY TO THE 
UNITED STATES. 

2. UKMOD SOURCES INDICATED TO EMBOFF OCTOBER 13 THAT 
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THE SBAS. NO DECISION HAS BEEN TAKEN IN UKMOD, BUT WE 
ARE WARNED THAT "LATER ON" MOD MAY WISH TO TAKE UP WITH 
US THEIR ANXIETY ABOUT COSTS. MOD IS NOT READY TO AP- 
PROACH US YET BECAUSE THEY ARE STILL "THINKING ABOUT" 

THE PROBLEM. 

3. COMMENT: FCO IS UNDOUBTEDLY SINCERE IN ITS RE- 
ASSURANCES TO US THAT IT HAS NO INTENTION OF APPROVING 
GIVING UP THE BASE AREAS. HOWEVER, WE SHOULD REMEMBER 
THAT LAST YEAR WHEN CARVER WARNED US THAT THE BRITISH 
WOULD GIVE UP THEIR BASE ON MASIRAH, THE FCO WITH THE 
SINCEREST OF INTENTIONS ASSURED US THAT THE BRITISH WOULD 
NOT. THE FCO SUBSEQUENTLY HAD TO ACKNOWLEDGE A SUDDEN 
CHANGE IN POSITION. WE SHOULD NOT DISREGARD A SIGNAL 
BY CARVER AND OTHER UK AGENCIES OUTSIDE OF FCO. THEIR 
EARLY WARNINGS MAY AFFORD US TIME TO TAKE PREVENTIVE 
MEASURES. AMBASSADOR CRAWFORD'S CONSULTATION IN LONDON 
OCTOBER 26 SHOULD PROVIDE ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY TO SOUND 
OUT THE BRITISH. IN ADDITION, DURING MULLEY'S FORTH- 
COMING VISIT TO SECDEF, USG MAY WISH TO SOUND HIM OUT 
CONCERNING FUTURE UK INTENTIONS. MOD OFFICIALS EMPHA- 
SIZED THAT THIS MATTER IS NOT ON MULLEY'S AGENDA, BUT WE 
ASSUME THAT OUR DISCREET INQUIRIES RAISED HERE UN- 
DOUBTEDLY WILL LEAD TO MULLEY BEINQ BRIEFED ON IT. 

ARMSTRONG 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED SECDEF AND DIRNSA. 
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